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‘Plan D’: Isracl tried repeatedly to drag Iran
and the US into a wider regional war. On
April 1st they bombed the Iranian Consulate
in Syria and on July 3Ist they assassinated Ha-
mas’s political leader Ismail Haniyeh (see page
238) in Tehran. In response to the first, and in
co-ordination with allies, Jordan shot down
Iranian missiles headed for Israel over Jor-
dan, and in response to the second, the King
dispatched his foreign minister to the new,
moderate President in Iran, Masoud Pezesh-
kian (see page 230) to convince him not to
respond. The king was at first criticised in the
B ] as i Islamic world, even in Jordan, for both ac-
am—— tions, but a wider war has so far been averted,
8 bR and conflict remains at the level of controlled
. of the Prophet Mahammad & g
tit-for-tat attacks between Israel and Iran’s
regional allies (Hezbollah in Lebanon and
Ansarullah in the Yemen) to this day, proving
the King right, and keeping the focus on the
suffering in Palestine.
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